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“Tomato Garden” incident reflects Government’s strategy  
---What lies ahead for IP in China? 

 

Synopsis: 

David Llewelyn, Professor of King’s College London and Deputy Chairman of the 

Intellectual Property Academy was in Shanghai to promote the 2nd Global Forum on 

Intellectual Property (GFIP).  

 

While talking about intellectual property protection in China, he believes that every economy 

has to go through the transformation from copying to creating and China is now undergoing 

this transformation. East Asian countries such as Japan and Korea had also gone through this 

stage.  

 

David believes IP is a business strategy and companies should be encouraged to create their 

own brands. A company with its own branding and technology can be more competitive and 

grow their business more independently.   

 

Although the government has been promoting intellectual property protection aggressively, 

Chinese companies should understand what government can do is rather limited; companies 

need to change their mindset and take the initiative in this regard. However, the process takes 

time. David always tells his students not to only focus on the negative sides of intellectual 

property, but also the potential benefits it can bring. 

 

There will always be conflicts between developing and developed economies in intellectual 

property protection. China has to take measured steps in its efforts. For instance, China is a 

vast country and it will take a long time for a new law passed in Beijing to be properly 

enforced to remote parts of China like Yunnan. In addition, provincial governments have to 

act carefully while cracking down on counterfeiting and IP infringements since such actions 

may cost jobs in the local community. China needs to strike a balance in tackling these 

problems. 
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